Two States

SHOPPING BAGS AND MORE

Measurable Benefits of Reusable Bags

While the exact energy savings in terms of therms might be challenging to quantify directly, there
are several measurable benefits associated with using reusable bags:

Environmental Benefits:

1. Reduced Plastic Waste:

o Direct Reduction: Every reusable bag used replaces a single-use plastic bag,
significantly reducing plastic waste.

o Less Landfill Waste: Fewer plastic bags in landfills means less space occupied
and fewer environmental pollutants.

2. Conservation of Resources:

o Reduced Oil Consumption: Plastic bags are derived from petroleum, a non-
renewable resource. By reducing plastic bag usage, we conserve this valuable
resource.

3. Protection of Marine Life:

o Reduced Marine Pollution: Plastic bags often end up in oceans, harming marine

life. Reusable bags help mitigate this problem.

Economic Benefits:

1. Cost Savings for Businesses:
o Reduced Bag Purchases: Businesses can save money by eliminating the need to
purchase single-use bags.
o Improved Brand Image: Promoting sustainability can attract environmentally
conscious customers, leading to increased sales.
2. Cost Savings for Consumers:
o Long-Term Savings: While the initial cost of a reusable bag may be higher, it can
save money over time by eliminating the need to repeatedly purchase single-use
bags.



Social Benefits:

1. Community Impact:
o Cleaner Environment: Reduced plastic pollution can improve the overall
cleanliness and aesthetics of communities.
o Positive Public Perception: Promoting sustainable practices can enhance a
community's reputation.

While the exact energy savings in therms may be difficult to pinpoint, the measurable benefits of
reusable bags are substantial and contribute to a more sustainable future.



